
Responses to:  If yes to Q6 – what should we do instead?   
 
Discussion needed on how Flower Show and Fete can be used to enhance village focus and 
fund raising. 
 
The village needs to determine activities and events that cater for all ages of the village 
 
Yes it is a bit outdated but its not a bad formula. given that most telly seems to be gardens, 
baking and food I would have thought somehow the flower show could be tweaked (very much 
thinking aloud here!). the tea tent seems to do great business and maybe make more of that it 
does seem to be the event that gets most non-East Grimsteaders in...which is good. 
 
It might be outdated but that doesn't mean it shouldn't happen - you can take a wry look at it - 
see Banksy's Dismal land - or a modern twist i.e. in among the flowers of flowers have an 
oldest TV competition, best piece of builder's rubbish dug out of the garden, village X-box 
championship next to the coconut shy, just have a crack at something that is a laugh, but still 
encourage people to grow veg and flowers. 
 
Open gardens with some stalls ? 
 
Despite the negative comments above, a 'Village Fete' as such might still be worth 
considering. Some research on what others do might be worthwhile exploring. Historically the 
'Flower Show and Fete' has raised valuable funds for the Reading Room and the Church, but 
times have changed!! 
 
Only for one year to revise and update the form from 2019 as the 71st. 
 
I feel it needs a major update. The flower show is the same every year and needs a major 
revamp, perhaps combining with WG. Perhaps some of the new younger members of the 
Village could be persuaded to work on it, to bring new life into the current format or to create 
something entirely new and 21st century 
 
Afternoon tea and flower show in August on the village green with the possibility of a few 
villagers gardens open to view 
 
Modernise it somehow 
 
All the ticks depend on volunteers leaping forward; that Jean is happy to continue and that 
Elizabeth Wilkinson is happy to make her field available. The Fete should not become a 
burden. How about a Flower Show and a children's games afternoon. Even if there is no Fete 
could there be the barbecue in the evening, discussing how things use to be. 
 
There are to many village fetes and I’m not sure holding them each year is really the best way 
in which to progress. 
 
I wanted to put 'i don't know' for most of my answers, as I have never experienced it. I also am 
not sure what the aim of the event is? The aim/s (and why) is key to understanding why / why 
not it should continue; and what might be good to replace it. Please tell us these. However, in 
case it's relevant, Higher Ansty village ditched their fete and replaced it with a little music 
festival, which raises a huge amount of funds for their local church.... thousands more than 
previously. Details here http://www.midsummermusic.co.uk 
 
Music-outdoor bands. Clay pigeon shoot. 
 
Just have flower show with pig roast. This could include live music to create a good 
atmosphere ie local jazz band and raffle 
 



I like the concept of the flower show and fete and feel it is a valuable part of village life. It is 
also a good way of raising larger sums of money if there is a village cause in need of funding. 
However, given the lack of volunteer support, I think it can nolonger be an annual event. 
Maybe it should be held every third year or when there is a communal fund raising driver to 
motivate and mobilise support. I think the flower show could be held separately but perhaps in 
the Reading Room where the infrastructure is already in place. 
 
Times have changed massively and very few people have time to grow their own veg, make 
cakes and jam or know how to arrange flowers so a flower show seems to me (sadly) to be an 
anachronism. How about a vintage tea party instead? Teapots, bunting, scones, sandwiches, 
cake, brass band and possibly Pimms?! Could have a few activities to entertain the children 
but less stands and stalls than a normal fete which would allow the villagers to socialise more. 
 
I don't necessarily think it should stop for ever but certainly not annually, perhaps every 5 
years? This contradicts what I have answered in question 5 as it should definitely take a fallow 
year but then I am not sure it should be alternate either. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Q8.  Free comments – please add any other relevant comments: 
 
If you get a 100% good response, ok.  If not forget it.  Good luck anyway. 
 
...but happy to help in any other way 
 
I will happily help on the day, but sorry I work full time and have young children & a husband 
that works away. Sorry 
 
I would be prepared to be part of a committee if I wasn't working all hours and looking after 
young children - I see committees as something for those with a bit more time on their hands 
and some community spirit. 
 
The Fete and Flower Show are one of the unique selling points of the village. It highlights the 
best if the village and is part of a popular season of fetes in the area. I do think that having it 
every other year would allow the village to build up funds and resources to concentrate on the 
years we do run it. 
 
No other comment 
 
Consistent commitment and continuity of new organisers is what is needed. Propose a fallow 
year, an experienced study group to revise the format, make it less labour/planning intensive. 
They should try and identify a new, dynamic Chair, Secretary and core Committee to carry the 
revised form forward from 2019. This new form should attempt to reflect the combined views 
of the village as stated in the questionnaire. I am happy to serve on this study group but not fill 
either of the two pivotal organising positions. 
 
As above 
 
Younger people should be encouraged to put a more contemporary theme in process and not 
just leave it to same people every year who have done more than their fair share. 
 
Play to your strengths - the flower show is great, the best around. You are surrounded by 
really excellent fetes so go with something different and all flower themed. Do more talks, 
demonstrations, exhibitions. Do a concert surrounded by the beautiful flowers as the sunsets 
with Pimms and a BBQ. A whole fete is a lot of work and doesn’t generate as much money as 
it should - and unless it is really good won’t be revisited. Include the whole village - a flower 
fox competition/a posey/gate display. Light up your village with flowers and build every year. 
 
The village flower show & fete is a very important event in the village year which involves the 
majority of people who live here one way or another, it is also a very important date in the year 
for a reunion day for a lot of people who used to live in the village who comes back for the day 
from near & far away as such places as Bristol, Southampton, Bournemouth, Salisbury, 
Winterslow, Wilton, Cardiff, Stroud, Ipswich & even Hong Kong to name a few. Who would the 
gardeners be able to complain to other gardeners about the weather good or bad, too wet, too 
dry, too cold, frost at the wrong time or the cooks saying the cake didn’t rise as it should have 
done, the jam was too runny or they ran out of something or other or the oven was not hot 
enough. Who wins the challenge cups. That’s just what goes on in the tent let alone what 
happens on the field, who runs in the races, who wins on the coconut, football or skittles 
sideshows or who wins first prize in the BIG draw 
 
Please see 6 above. As far as helping I would if I could but I am not very reliable 
 
Just a flower show etc would be fine. We could have teas and a draw at this event. 
 
I think the fete should only continue if there is a show of support from the village and not just 
the usual stalwart helpers 
 



Whilst I would not want to see the fete end in its entirety, I do feel it is very ‘samey’ each year. 
I would prefer to see the organisation put into something different for villagers to enjoy every 
other year. Perhaps an outdoor music event. A large village barbecue with live music for all 
the family. Just some suggestions. 
 
The event should take place in June or July as the majority of people with children take their 
holiday in August 
 
I would in principle be part of a committee but I am already at capacity in terms of village 
volunteer support. 
 
Thank you for asking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


